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OVERVIEW

This trip report is covering a full dayof birding in El Yeso Valley, placed
southeast of Santiago, capital city of Chile. El Yeso Valley runs from 1300
up to 3000 metersabove sea levebnd changesfrom xeric shrubland in
the lower portion to bogs and wetlands in the upper part, offering to the
visitors one of the most breathtaking Andean landscapes in the central
OACET T 1T £ OfmAnot Adlikidd yeOab8ut the great birding
possibilities that it also provides!

The stunning and overwhelming scen ery of the Andes at El Yeso Valley.

The trip here coveredwas led by Rodrigo Silva-from Albatross Birding
and Nature Tours and he was joined by 2 Albatross clients from the USA
lan Reid and Ryan Farrell. lan and Ryan are keen and seriobisders
interested in maximizing birding time and leaving nothing behind and not
compromising the chance to get some shots of the birds.
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Like everyone visiting El Yeso Valley their main targetvas to find the
marvelous Diademed Sandpipelover, but their wish-list also included
Torrent Duck, Upland and Andean Goose, Andean Condor, Gbegasted
Seedsnipe, Mountain Parakeet, Whiteided Hillstar, Creamyrumped
Miner, Crag Chilia, Duskyailed Canastero, Moustached Turca, Ground
Tyrants (asmany species as possible!) and Yellomumped Siskin.

With all of this on the list and a single day to do it, we had to work hard
and move fastbut the promptness andkeen eyes of participantsvas very
helpful to finish the daysuccessully.

A female of Striped Woodpecker at the lower section of El Yeso Valley. Photo by
lan Reid, participant of the trip .
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By special requireament of the participants we began witha hotel pick-up
at 05:30. Then we drove straight ahead out of the city, starting to ascend
into the Maipo Valley. After 1 hourwe reacheda suitable area to look for
Torrent Duck and after a failed attempt, we got one while drivig! We
stopped the car, set up the scopes,ofy some gageous views of an adult
male going upstream , took some pictures and kepin the way to El Yeso
Valley.

By 07:15 we were in our first birding spot an area non higher than 1300

mts suitable to look for Moustached Turca and Crag Chilia. But birding is

like birding and wemissedboth species in this stop (actually we got a few
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Instead we got excellent views of Striped Woodpecker, Tufted Fityrant

andthe first Chilean Mockingbird of theday.

Still in the lower part of the Valley we stopped again to tryagain for both

endemics we misgd in the previousd ODBPT 08 AT A xAOA OOA
finding Moustached Turca (superb views in an open area!) and also
Dusky-tailed Canastero, but Crag Chil@ OEi1 1 11 OEA 001 AT 1
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lan and Ryan getting a superb view of a Black -chested Buzzard-Eagle at lower

section of El Yeso Valley. Photo by Rodrigo Silva
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Third time lucky is the saying and that was true for Crag Chilid We got
excellent views of this endemic in a rocky slope just in front of us. But this
stop also had a few more specialties waiting for us: Blackchested
Buzzard Eagle soaring around, Whitsided Hillstar seated in a branch
and well spotted by scopes, @nt Hummingbird feeding and calling
around, a family of Chilean flickers displaying just over ther& and so on.
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An extraordinary view of the endemic Crag Chilia! Photo by lan Reid

After a short drive and still in the lower section of the Valley, weagot
Southern Lapwing, Longtailed Meadowlark, Greyhooded SierraFinch
and it took us some time to realize that the mistery birdhat was calling
was a recentlyfledgedPlain-mantled Tit-Spinetail.

Oh yes, birding hardbut also recording valuable data for the First Atlas of

the Breeding birds of Chile,led by the Chilean network of birdersNGO

(ROC) At this stop we also got our firstAndean Condors, butegrettably

them were a long distance away and up in the mountaihs O1T x A AEAT 8 (
much more than a big black dot with vulture shape and some white
somewhere.
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Long-tailed Meadowlark at lower section of El Yeso Valley. Photo by lan Reid.

By 10:15 and just approaching to the the middle part of the valleyhe
weather began tothreaten us with somelight rain and we couldseehow
the upper part was being covered bygrey and dense clouds, so we
decided to do not take risks and mowve straight ahead up to the proper
habitat to look for our main target of the dg: the Diademed Sandpiper
Plover, skipping some usual birding spots across the middle portion of
the valley.

Nevertheless, we got some common birds at middle section just likie
roadside, like Rufousbanded Miner, Buffwinged Cinclodes andWhite-
browed Ground-Tyrant.

We arrived at the right habitat to look for our main target with the plus
that Rodrigo hadseen a birdin the areaa few days ago. We got some rain
on the way up, but fortunately the weather was quite pleasant athe
moment we arrived. A little bit cold, but no strong wind or rain at all!
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As we skipped a few birding stops on the way up, here we got our first
encounter with many of the high altitude species like Greypreasted
Seedsnipe, Ochr@aped GroundTyrant, Blackfronted Ground-Tyrant,
Greater Yellow Finch and Yellowumped Siskin.

After enjoying of all thesegoodies we turned our focus to the Diademed
SandpiperO I T OAO AT A EO AEAT 60 OAEA OO
moving across the bog we were scanning.he dimax for the participants
and main mission accomplished
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A male of Grey-breasted Seedsnipe calling and displaying just a few meters from
our lunch spot! Photo by lan Reid.
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lan having a close encounter with his most desired bird of the trip, the
marvelous Diademed Sandpiper -Plover. Photo by Rodrigo Silva
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